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Photos: Acting Up's 'Mulan Jr.' features
Loveland children

BY: CHUCK GIBSON « CONTRIBUTOR + APRIL 8, 2010
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Several talented Loveland area kids make up a large core of the cast for Acting Up's stage
adaptation of Disney's "Mulan Jr." Acting Up is the community theater group for young performers

based in Mason.
Photos: Loveland residents in "Mulan, Jr."

They'll stage four performances at the Mason
High School Theater April 16, April 17 and
April 18.
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Kirsten Johnson is one of 19 Loveland kids in
a cast of about 80. The 18-year-old
describes her role as Lotzi, the ancestor
representing honor, as challenging and fun.
. She shared the background of how there are
. | | five ancestors who represent strength, loyalty,
\ ‘ honor, destiny and love. In Chinese culture, it
is believed the dead watch over the living.
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"| think the ancestors will be really fun to
watch," said Johnson. "They're kind of with the audience; watching as things unfold for the Fa
family. | think the audience might connect with the ancestors."

Her connection with theater comes naturally. She remembers being around it while her mother
was active when she was young; she played her first part at age 11 and has performed in every
one of Acting Up's shows since they started with the "Wizard of Oz" five years ago. She was
awarded an Orchid for her performance of Miss Hannigan in Annie a year ago. Her favorite was
"Footloose," but she thinks Mulan is a great story.

"It's a really empowering story. Mulan is so strong," she said. "Mulan is a really great role model
for people. The music is great, too. It's just going to be a really great show."

The lead role of Mulan is played by Abby Docherty of Loveland and her father, Fa Zhou is played
by Loveland High School freshman, Drew Kovacs. He describes his character as "really strong;
looking out for his daughter" despite being challenged with a limp from a war injury.

"He's known throughout China as a great warrior," said Kovacs. "When the Huns invade, he can't
do it again. He's always there for Mulan as she runs away to join in his place."

Kovacs' favorite part of the whole show is the song "I'll make a man out of you" when Mulan is in
the army camp. Developing the limp for the character was a big challenge for him, but he likes
playing the role because he gets to be the inspiration for Mulan. He thinks the defining moment in
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the show comes when Mushu sings, but promises a surprise opening will be most memorable.

"The cast really brings it to life," he said. "With all kinds of roles; from strong father to girl who
starts out a ditz, but changes. There's an evil character, comic, humor, a strong general; it's all
there ..."

The Loveland presence doesn't end with the young performers. The production staff includes Dan
Docherty, director; Brent Peebles, assistant director; Jack Hasty, music director; and
choreographer Cindy Wilmes; among other adults who have performed with the Loveland Stage
Company. Wilmes is excited about choreographing 11 dance numbers for a cast of 80 kids.

"The cool thing is they're all in this," said Wilmes, who along with Docherty won an Orchid for their
production of "Annie" last spring.

The challenge for her has been making the choreography "precise but fun" and getting all 80 kids
involved. The kids range in age from 6 to 18 and come from Mason, Little Miami, Lakota, Loveland
and all around Cincinnati. About 145 kids auditioned with a cast of 70 and 10 crew members
finally being chosen.

"These kids click," she said. "We casted the very best in Cincinnati. We do it because we love
theater and we love kids."

Costumes designed by Andrea Ledford and Becky Corstanje are colorful and look authentic. They
brought in Chinese choreographer Bin Yang to oversee the authentic Chinese dance. The story
reveals a lot of Chinese custom and culture.

"The dances are phenomenal," Wilmes said. "They all have props; one with big sticks and one
with parasols. We bring a piece of China to Ohio. It's not just words on a page, its bringing
Chinese culture to life."

Performances of "Disney's Mulan, Jr." will be at 7 p.m. Friday, April 16; 2 p.m., (sign language
interpreter will be provided) and 7 p.m. Saturday, April 17; and at 2 p.m. Sunday, April 18. Tickets
are $10 each, $8 for seniors, and are available online at www.ActingUp.com or at the box office
starting one hour before the show. For more information, call 494-6062.
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