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A mutual love of dance has made Abbey Gauger (left) of
Mount Lookout and Megan Kelley of Mason partners in
choreography.

If you go

What: "Footloose"

When: 7 p.m. Friday and Saturday; 2 p.m. Saturday and
Sunday

Where: Mason High School Theater, 6100 Mason
Montgomery Road, Mason

Tickets: $10, $8 seniors, online at www.ActingUp.com or
at the box office one hour before curtain.

Information: 513-588-0988; www.ActingUp.com
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Teens' work makes dance fun
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Abbey Gauger, 16, and Megan Kelley, 17, are the only teens to win Cincinnati community theater's Orchid
for choreography.

The bouquet came for their teamwork last year
on "Thoroughly Modern Millie" presented by
Acting Up in Mason. They also led their
company of 75 kids to an Orchid for dance
execution.

"Sometimes the kids are better behaved for
them than they are for the adults," says Acting
Up's Laura Peebles.

This weekend, Gauger, a senior at Seven Hills
School, and Kelley, a senior at Mason High
School, are back, combining forces on
"Footloose."

Question:

How did you start choreographing together and who does what?

Gauger: We were asked to help with the show by Becca Johnson, the director, because she knew our
dance experience.

Kelley: We met in Acting Up's "Grease." Through the course of the show, we realized that we both trained
under the same coach at different locations and that we had a mutual love of tap dance.

Gauger: We both work together and individually, but we always make sure to choreograph the opening
number together. We start off the show with a number we both contributed to and it gives us an idea of the
style we will be using for the rest of the musical.

Kelley: We divide the remaining numbers based on who has a stronger idea/desire for one song and
based on our schedules. We are both extremely busy. It's basically divide and conquer with a whole lot of
communication.

Question:

What's the trick to getting non-dancers dancing?

Kelley: Make it fun. No one wants to dance to something boring, especially someone who is ... a
non-dancer.

Gauger: Make them believe they can do it and continually encourage them to do more.

Kelley: Our job is so much more than making up a dance. We have to motivate kids in all ranges of ability
and age to make our choreography the best it can be. My No. 1 goal is to introduce as many people as I
can to the world of dance.

Question:

How much time do you spend dancing - classes, rehearsals, choreo, performing?

Kelley: When I'm not at school or sleeping, I'm dancing.
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Gauger: It's a huge time commitment, but one I love to make. I take ballet, tap, jazz and musical theater
dance every week, and when I have time I add in other dance classes in styles including hip hop, modern
and contemporary jazz.

Question:

Are you thinking about being a professional choreographer?

Kelley: I'm going to college for business, but my ultimate dream is to open a dance studio. I want to
choreograph as much as I can between now and then.'

Gauger: Before a couple years ago I never really considered choreography as a career, but it is a whole
other part of dance I have fallen in love with. I hope to take as many choreography classes in college as I
can and continue to do shows whenever possible, but what happens after that? I can't wait to find out.
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